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deeper
meaning
President Jon Alger will be led 
into the inaugural ceremony 
with a mace, which is carried 
by the faculty marshal during 
all academic ceremonies. This 
symbol of authority is one of 
several emblems used during  
the presidential event.
The mace, first used in 1979, is carried by the faculty mar-
shal during all formal faculty processionals. It was funded by the 
Class of 1943 and was commissioned by Faculty Senate. Ronald 
J. Wyancko, a silversmith and former JMU art professor, created 
it out of sterling silver, 14-karat gold, rosewood and ebony. It 
weighs four pounds and stands about three feet tall. 
The mace is made of several different nodes. The upper 
section symbolizes the blue limestone used on the original 
buildings on campus while the lower node represents the brick 
on newer buildings. The JMU crest sits at the top of the mace.
The bottom is inlaid with the name of the university and the 
date of its founding. There are also five ebony designs around 
the main node: President James Madison, the state seal of the 
Commonwealth of Virginia, a book representing the search for 
knowledge, the flame of eternal truth and Wilson Hall.
Also at the ceremony, faculty members can wear their aca-
demic regalia, which are robes in the color of their school with 
hoods representing the discipline they studied. President Alger 
will be dressed in a purple robe to represent JMU.
President Alger will also be presented with the chain of office. 
The chain of office is a medal made out of sterling silver with 
a purple and a gold gem. The medal is an important aspect of 
the ceremony because it represents the office of the president. 
Student body president Matt Klein will present a scroll to 
President Alger during the ceremonies. It is signed by students, 
faculty and campus organizations and represents the signing of 
the U.S. Constitution.
Becky Sullivan and matt SchmachtenBerg / the Breeze
TOP, LeFT The mace, first used in 1979, was created by art professor 
Ronald Wyancko. it’s made of sterling silver, gold, rosewood and ebony. 
RigHT The chain of office represents the office of the president.
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By ChASE KIddy and 
WAyNE EPPS JR.
The Breeze
Throughout Inauguration Week, one 
aspect that thousands of hungry faculty, stu-
dents and staff will be looking forward to is 
the endless amount of food. 
The Dining Services special events team 
will execute more than 50 events and serve 
nearly 10,000 people throughout the week. All 
students and faculty will have the opportunity 
to get into the mix with specially themed meals 
at the dining halls on Tuesday and Friday.
On Tuesday, E-Hall and D-Hall will feature 
colonial-themed foods, portraying the cui-
sine of James Madison’s time. Some of the 
foods offered include fried chicken, collard 
greens, roast beef, roasted root vegetables 
with thyme and rosemary, old-world beef 
stew and apple pie. 
Friday, both dining halls will offer food from 
the states the Alger family has lived, includ-
ing New York, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Alabama, Florida and Virginia. 
Other non-buffet dining locales around 
campus will participate in the themed din-
ing on Tuesday and Friday as well, offering 
apple pie cider in Mason jars, shepherd’s pie, 
ham sandwich specials, a sweet tea marinat-
ed pork chop sandwich with apple slaw, a 
peach cobbler crepe and more.
The First Lady’s Ice Cream Social will kick-
start the events on Monday. Because Dolly 
Madison was the first to serve ice cream in 
the White House, Dining Services will pro-
vide colonial-themed cherry pie ice cream 
to anyone in the Bluestone area between 
Carrier Library and D-Hall. There will also 
be ’50s-themed ice cream with grape soda 
floats and present-day flavors featuring 
Reese’s Peanut Butter cup and peppermint 
and cookies & cream ice cream, a couple of 
the Algers’ favorite flavors. 
The festivities will even extend beyond 
dining halls, with concession specials dur-
ing the JMU baseball games against Virginia 
Military Institute (Tuesday) and North Car-
olina-Wilmington (Friday). On Tuesday, 
concessions will have a Madison pretzel and 
JMU-themed cupcakes. Friday will feature 
a Philly cheesesteak. Finally, the event will 
serve future-themed ice cream made with 
liquid nitrogen.  
At MadisonFest on Friday, JMU will serve 
3,000 cupcakes and there will be an addition-
al cupcake display to honor James Madison. 
CONTACT Chase Kiddy and Wayne 
Epps Jr. at breezesports@gmail.com.
dining details
n Dining Services will oversee 
more than 50 events during 
Inauguration Week.
n It will serve close to 10,000 
people throughout the week.
n On Tuesday, E-Hall and D-Hall 
will serve colonial-themed foods, 
like fried chicken, collard greens, 
roast beef and apple pie.
n Monday is the First Lady’s Ice 
Cream Social, which will serve 
colonial-themed cherry piece ice 
cream, 1950s-themed ice cream 
with grape soda floats as well as 
future-themed liquid nitrogen.
n On Friday’s MadisonFest, JMU 
will serve 3,000 cupcakes.
Dining Services pulls out stops for Inauguration Week
Students join in on glitz, glamour with inaugural ball
By ELLEN KIRTNER and 
WhITNEy ROBERTS
contributing writers
Fruit punch, homemade decorations and 
semi-formal dresses. You’re not back at prom; 
you’re celebrating President Jon Alger’s inau-
guration in style.
University Program Board will hold the sixth 
student Inaugural Ball on March 14 at 8 p.m. in 
the Festival Ballroom.
Nam Nguyen, a junior computer informa-
tion systems major, is spirit and traditions 
director for UPB and has been planning the 
event since before winter break.
“It is an honor to help plan the ball because 
this type of event may not happen again for 
years to come,” Nguyen said.
UPB is borrowing decorations from the 
JMU hospitality department, as well as mak-
ing their own. Decorations will be classy and 
formal and will incorporate purple and yellow 
into the semi-formal ball theme.
The theme also goes along with Madison 
Week, which will include events celebrating 
the spirit of James Madison, leading up the 
inauguration of President Jon Alger.
The event is mainly for JMU students, but 
UPB will be formally inviting certain campus 
VIPs including President Alger, Mark Warner 
(senior vice president of Student Affairs and 
University Planning) and Jerry Benson (pro-
vost and senior vice president of Academic 
Affairs).
“President Alger hasn’t directly worked 
with planning the ball, although he did want 
the ball to be for students. Additionally, he 
wanted this to also be about celebrating James 
Madison, who actually was the first president 
to hold an inaugural ball,” said Liz Rea, public 
relations director for UPB and a senior media 
arts and design major.
UPB hopes for 400 to 500 guests and expects 
for the event to have a maximum capacity of 
600. Half of those 600 tickets will be reserved 
for student organizations while the remaining 
half will be open to students on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Students can get tickets by 
presenting their JACard at the Festival Ball-
room the night of the event.
The Office of the President is sponsor-
ing funding and catering for the event.
CONTACT Ellen Kirtner and Whitney 
Roberts at breezearts@gmail.com.
Former president Ronald Carrier celebrates at his own Inaugural Ball after the ceremony with his wife 
Edith in 1971. “She never liked that picture because I wasn’t looking at her,” Carrier jokes today.
file photo
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Madison 
trivia
aaron Burr introduced James Madison to Dolley Payne 
Todd, later Dolley Madison.
There are four speakers installed in Wilson’s cupola that 
amplify the “bells” on campus.
Field hockey won JMU’s first national championship, 
defeating UNC in 1994.
Portraits of sen. George B. Keezell and President 
Woodrow Wilson hang in Wilson Hall auditorium.
James Madison and his colleagues drank eggnog to 
toast the completion of the Constitution.
sigma delta rho was JMU’s first fraternity on campus, 
established in 1947.
ronald E. Carrier was famous for his dill pickles.
Linwood rose was an aficionado of classic cars.
Before the West Campus Library was named to honor the 
Carriers, it was called Madison Memorial Library.
the first degree given to a male student was in 
1927. During commencement exercises held on Friday 
evening in the gymnasium of Reed (Keezell) Hall, Hunter 
Lee Jackson of McGaheysville became the first man to 
receive a diploma and graduate from the school. Jackson 
received his diploma for completion of the college’s two- 
year professional course for grammar school teachers. 
in 1908, the first students to enroll at Madison 
arrived on campus by train.
Wampler Hall was the last Bluestone building to be 
built on the Quad. 
President samuel Page duke built a nine-hole golf 
course on campus.
Madison officially become co-educational in 1966.
President Burruss and Carrier were the first and the 
last presidents to live in Hillcrest House, the president’s 
former home on campus.
How much do you know 
about JMU and its history? 
*Information courtesy of Martha Graham and L. Sean 
Crowley’s “Historical Timeline of James Madison 




If you think campus has changed a lot 
over the past few years, it’s nothing com-
pared to the night sky’s transformation.
JMU’s inaugural week begins today 
with an event in the John C. Wells Plan-
etarium at 10 a.m. called “Expansion of 
the Night Sky: From Madison to Alger.” 
Additional presentations will take place 
Wednesday at 2 p.m. and Friday at 7 p.m. 
This event will emphasize both posi-
tive and negative changes within the 
field of astronomy. Audience members 
can expect to learn about modern devel-
opments in the field and how they’re 
relevant to understanding Earth’s place 
in the universe.
Caitlin McDermott, a senior inter-
disciplinary liberal studies major, is an 
operator in the planetarium. 
 “Up until fairly recently, the night sky 
has always played a major role in every-
thing people did,” McDermott said. “Like 
stories, entertainment, finding out the 
seasons, just watching it was such a big 
part of everyone’s life.” 
McDermott said the night sky is uni-
versal but is often overlooked by modern 
society. This public event will help edu-
cate the importance of astronomy and 
highlight the problem with light pol-
lution by simulating its effects in the 
planetarium.  
“We show a city sky where you don’t see 
too many stars, then we take the city lights 
away and then you see 6,000 stars on the 
dome,” McDermott said. “It’s incredible. It 
simulates a sky you would see out in New 
Mexico.”
According to Shanil Virani, director of 
the JCW Planetarium, light pollution pre-
vents us from being able to see the Milky 
Way as well as other stars that were visible 
during Madison’s presidency when the 
night sky was used as a clock and calendar. 
“We view the universe as static, but 
change is the one constant,” Virani said. 
“There is always change. People believe 
the one constant is the night-time sky. 
We’re going to show that’s not true.”
 As for the constant question of wheth-
er life exists outside Earth, Virani thinks 
space technology is about 15 years away 
from answering that question. The answer 
could come while Alger is JMU’s president.
 Jami Dodenhoff is a fifth-year elemen-
tary education major and presenter at the 
planetarium. 
“It is a great way to interest not just JMU 
students, but the public,” Dodenhoff said. 
“We have had astonishing amounts of 
people come out this year.”  
Dodenhoff said she has presented 
shows to elementary students as well as 
retirement home residents. “From Mad-
ison to Alger” will highlight what has 
changed in our understanding of astron-
omy since Madison’s presidency and 
predict what the future holds. 
“The planetarium is a great way to 
unite JMU, the public, the Harrisonburg 
community and recognize President 
Alger,” Dodenhoff said. “In the past few 
years, there has been a focus on sci-
ence. This is our way of recognizing 
that and celebrating science at JMU.”
  
CONTACT Garin Pappas at 
pappasgj@dukes.jmu.edu.
The sky from Madison to Alger
Planetarium event to examine changes in night sky throughout presidents’  lives
JMU to honor its 6th president
By ERIC GRAvES
The Breeze
After eight months of working as JMU’s 
sixth president, Jon Alger will be formally 
inaugurated this week.
The inauguration ceremony will take 
place on Friday at 11:15 a.m. in the Con-
vocation Center. The entire ceremony 
is estimated to take about 75 minutes. 
Classes that usually begin at 10:10, 11:15 
and 12:20 will not meet, and the event is 
open to the public.
JMU faculty members, the JMU ROTC 
Color Guard and the presidents of JMU 
committees and boards will lead a proces-
sion at the start of the ceremony. State and 
local officials and the JMU Board of Visi-
tors will also be in the procession.
Several well-known people will attend, 
including mayor Ted Byrd, chairman of 
the Rockingham County Board of Super-
visors Fred Eberly and others. Gov. Bob 
McDonnell or Lt. Gov. Bill Boling will also 
offer formal greetings at the ceremony.
Students will participate in the proces-
sion by walking with 95 flags representing 
the home countries of JMU’s internation-
al students. The JMU Chorale and Wind 
Symphony will perform, and student body 
president Matt Klein will conduct an inau-
gural reading.
The ceremony will reflect Alger’s plans 
for the university with an emphasis on 
academics and what the future holds for 
JMU, though Alger wouldn’t reveal any 
specifics about his speech.
Joe Funkhouser, rector of the JMU 
board of directors, will formally inaugu-
rate Alger, followed shortly by a speech 
from the newly inaugurated president.
Professor of music Kevin McMillian 
will perform the national anthem and 
the Shenandoah Valley Children’s Cho-
rus will perform “I Thank You God.” Senior 
music major Elliott Paige will perform the 
JMU alma mater and the ceremony will 
conclude with “America the Beautiful.”
CONTACT Eric Graves at 
breezenews@gmail.com.










Julian A. Burruss was elected the first president of the State 
Normal and Industrial School for Women in 1908. He bypassed 
an inauguration celebration and ceremony so the school could 
build the Science Hall, now Maury, on April 15, 1909.
Stores closed through mid-day, and Harrisonburg residents 
gathered to parade or watch, according to Montpelier Maga-
zine. From Court Square half a mile south to campus, mounted 
police led school children who marched to the Daily News-
Record band. Carriages carried the Board of Trustees and town 
officials, followed by Knights of Pythias, the Odd Fellows and 
Masonic groups.
The Daily News-Record quoted his first impression of the town 
as “a modern and progressive community.”
Samuel Page
G. Tyler Miller had a larger ceremony when he 
took over in 1949. He was the first to be inaugurat-
ed in Wilson Hall, accompanied with the college 
orchestra. Gov. William Tuck, 130 delegates from 
other colleges and universities, officials of the 
Commonwealth and members of the president’s 
administration accompanied the orchestra in a 
procession in caps and gowns.
Miller’s address advocated “full legal authori-
zation for the admission of men students” plus 
establishing post-graduate programs and revising 
admission standards to “insure better selection of 
capable candidates for the teaching profession.”
Mary Moffett, dean of women at Radford Col-
lege, gave a speech in appreciation of Duke. The 
governor gave a salutation, and J. Hollis Miller, 
President Miller’s former school roommate and 
president of the University of Florida, gave an 
address. Blake T. Newton, president of the State 
Board of Education, inducted Madison’s third 
president, according to Montpelier Magazine.
A glee club performance and simple bene-
diction by local Methodist minister H. Conrad 
Blackwell ended formalities. A reception and lun-
cheon in Harrison Hall closed the festivities that 
had begun the night before when the college fac-
ulty honored the Millers with a reception.
G. Tyler
Presidents of our Past
Samuel Page Duke took over after Burruss became 
president of Virginia Tech in 1919. There wasn’t an offi-
cial celebration but he gave a speech to faculty on Sept. 
25, 1919. 
“I am especially glad to be associated with this par-
ticular normal school because of that splendid spirit of 
personal devotion and professional zeal that has char-
acterized every endeavor of this institution,” Duke said 
in the Daily News-Record.
Within four years of taking office, President Tyler Miller had nearly 
quadrupled the campus through the purchase of a nearby 240 acre 
farm. Miller was the oldest JMU president to assume the role at 47.
Julian A. Burruss was the first president of the State Normal and 
Industrial School for Women. He later became the eighth President 
of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. JMU and 
Virginia Tech each have a building named in Burruss’ honor.
It was during Samuel Duke’s three-decade tenure that the 
State Normal and Industrial School became James Madison 









Ronald E. Carrier was inaugurated on 
Dec. 4, 1971, in Wilson Hall. When Carrier 
took over as president, the school’s budget 
was $9 million and $44,000 for athletics, 
according to Carrier. 
Carrier has little recollection of his 
speech other than that it was long. His 
ceremony showcased JMU’s musical tal-
ent with the Madison College Chorale 
and Madison College Concert Band. An 
organ prelude led the academic proces-
sion — limited to faculty and platform 
guests — and a welcome from acting pro-
vost John E. Davis. 
After the procession, there was brief 
greetings from SGA President Patrick 
McLaughlin, Professor McFarland, 
Alumni Association President Ches-
ter Bradfield, Mayor Roy Erickson, 
Virginia State Sen. George Aldhizer and 
Chancellor Grellet Simpson of Mary 
Washington College, according to Mont-
pelier Magazine.
Russell Weaver, rector of the Board of 
Visitors, officially inaugurated the new 
president, the first with an earned Ph.D. 
Carrier’s inaugural address recognized 
major problems facing higher education 
and affirmed his passionate confidence in 
educators’ ability to meet the challenges 
and counter criticism. 
After the speech, there was a dance at 
the Harrisonburg Armory.
“We had it there because we didn’t have 
any other space big enough,” Carrier said.
The student center had also just opened 
and there was a dance held there for 
students.
rOSeLinwood
In 1998, Linwood Rose took office as 
the fifth president of JMU. 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e 
Commonwealth of Virginia, the local 
community, students, parents, faculty 
and staff, alumni and colleagues shared 
greetings and best wishes to President 
Rose.
 “I know Dr. Rose will take full 
advantage of [this opportunity] and 
build upon it successfully. People are 
looking at Virginia today,” Donald W. 
Upson, Virginia secretary of technology, 
said at the ceremony.
James Couchand, professor of 
psychology and speaker of the Faculty 
Senate, read a resolution passed by the 
faculty in honor and support of Rose. 
“The faculty seeks to work in a 
collaborative and congenial manner 
with President Rose for the betterment 
of the university and the students 
this university is committed to serve,” 
Couchand said.
Students also pledged their support.
“On behalf of all the students of JMU, 
I offer our support and best wishes for 
your successful presidency,” said Austin 
F. Adams, president of the Student 
Government Association, according to 
Montpelier Magazine. 
JMU Parents Council co-chairs John 
and Emily Cocowitch unveiled a chain 
of office, which was commissioned by 
the council and given to JMU for the 
president to wear at official ceremonies.
Rose served as president until June 
2012, when he announced the end of his 
tenure and was appointed to the Board 
of Visitors at the University of Virginia.
1971- 1987
1988- 2012
Ronald Carrier, the first president with an earned Ph.D., is affectionately known as “Uncle Ron.”
Linwood Rose held 11 other positions at JMU before being named president in the fall of 1997. He has also 
served as the Deputy Secretary of Education in Virginia and was appointed by President George W. Bush to 
the National Infrastructure Advisory Committee in 2002. Rose now serves as a member of the University 
of Virginia Board of Visitors. East Campus Library was renamed “Rose Library” after him last year. 
file photo
file photo
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Matt SchMachtenberg / the breeze
plan
the
President Jon alger discusses 
the challenges he’s faced so far 
and his vision for developing 
relationships with the JMU body.
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By IJ ChAN
The Breeze
When you first got here, 
was it difficult to adjust or 
get acclimated? Quite the 
opposite. The community has 
been welcoming and I would 
say that across the board — 
the faculty, staff, students and 
Harrisonburg and the county as 
well. The timing was interesting 
— I basically started July 1 of last 
year in the middle of summer 
Springboard. Literally the first 
day on the job, I was able to go 
greet these incoming students 
and their parents. The energy, 
the enthusiasm of the OPAs, 
the staff, of everybody that was 
involved was just incredible. It 
was just a great way for me to 
start, because I felt like I was an 
incoming freshman, too. 
In fact, a week into it, my 
parents had visited from upstate 
New York, and since I figured, 
“Well, the other freshmen had 
their parents,” I brought my 
parents. I also had my wife 
and daughter. I think Eleanor, 
our eighth grader, was ready 
to sign up at JMU after seeing 
that orientation. That sense of 
community that people care 
about each other, they respect 
each other — a lot of places will 
talk about that, but for us here 
at JMU, it’s been very real and 
we have felt as if it’s just been 
a very good transition for us. 
That’s what we’d like to see for 
all of our incoming students and 
faculty.
What’s the biggest 
challenge you see coming? 
The financial model is changing 
for public higher education. 
State funding has decreased 
at a time when the needs are 
increasing. And that is clearly a 
challenge, this idea of resources 
and where they’re going to come 
from. That includes issues like 
access. It’s really important for 
me to provide opportunities for 
students from all backgrounds 
including students from less 
advantaged socioeconomic 
backgrounds. So we’ve got to 
look at financial aid and make 
sure students and families can 
afford a JMU education no 
matter where they come from.
What do you think your 
personal strengths are as 
president, and how are 
you going to use them in 
leading JMU? Every president 
at JMU has brought different 
experiences and skill sets to 
the table. What I really like 
about our history is there 
really haven’t been that many 
presidents — each one has built 
off of the work of the previous 
presidents so they really have 
complemented one another in 
very important ways. 
I think the fact that I’ve been 
at other national universities 
and involved in national 
discussions about higher 
education issues and policy — 
at the Department of Education, 
the American Association of 
University Professors, and 
then at Michigan and Rutgers. 
I think I can bring some of 
that perspective about the 
important conversations about 
higher education and the major 
challenges we face. I think that’s 
something that I can bring 
to the table. I think having a 
background at constitutional 
law and thinking about the 
legacy of James Madison and 
our focus on what that means, 
our role in society — I think 
my background as a lawyer can 
help with that because those are 
issues that I’ve thought about a 
lot in my career.
What’s your relationship 
going to be like with 
students? Already in the first 
year, I’ve tried to be very much 
part of the community. For 
example, I’ve met with a lot of 
the student organizations, I’m 
around campus a lot — at the 
dining halls, athletic events and 
events at the Forbes Center. 
The whole family, actually, 
is trying to be engaged in a 
whole variety of ways. My wife 
is volunteering in the College of 
Business, working with students 
in entrepreneurship, judging 
competitions that classes have. 
Both of us have already done 
guest teaching in some classes, 
and that’s something that we’ll 
certainly continue to do and 
love to do. At some point I’m 
hoping I can do more teaching. 
Just given my schedule in the 
first year, I couldn’t commit 
myself to a full-time class, but I 
have guest taught in a number of 
different classes and schools in 
the university.
We think it’s important to 
reinforce that notion of JMU as a 
family and that our whole family 
is also participating in that 
larger JMU family. 
Based on your interaction 
with students, what’s your 
overall impression on JMU’s 
student body? One thing we’re 
amazed at is that our students 
are engaged in so many different 
ways. One of the things that my 
wife and I joke about is that if 
people think that they’re going 
to come to Harrisonburg and 
there’s not going to be anything 
to do — it’s quite the opposite. 
We have so many evening and 
weekends when we simply 
cannot get to all the events we 
want to go to. There will be three 
or four things at once that we’ll 
want to be at. There will be days 
where we’ll go to an athletics 
event, to an event at the Forbes 
Center to a student event like 
the hospitality-themed dinners 
that the students put on. It really 
impresses me that students want 
to be engaged in every aspect of 
the community, both on and off 
campus.
The level of talent — we’re 
just amazed. You’ve got great 
talent in musical theatre, you’ve 
got great vocal talent — there’s 
all these a capella groups. When 
you think about athletics, it’s not 
just varsity teams, but the club 
sports and intramurals — the 
fact that UREC is bursting at the 
seams because so many people 
want to be there. The level of 
energy and engagement to me is 
just extraordinary, and we feel it 
every place we go. 
What about your 
relationship with the 
faculty? They’ve been 
without a raise since 2007 
and recently, there’s been 
talks about them getting a 
three percent raise. That’s 
what comes out of the state, so 
there has been some good news 
there. Last year we did have 
some significant bonuses that 
we were able to do, so I think 
we are turning a corner on that 
challenge. It’s certainly one of 
the bigger challenges that I’ve 
had to face coming in. It’s not 
unique to JMU or Virginia — it’s 
a national problem. But we do 
have a compensation task force 
that’s been looking at those 
issues.
But in terms of the 
relationship, I’ve taught myself, 
I’ve given lots of scholarly 
presentations, I’ve published, 
I’ve worked with the AAUP and 
with faculty of all disciplines, so 
I’ve always had a good working 
relationship with faculty. 
Faculty obviously play a critical 
role here in the university so 
I want to engage with them 
and hear from them. It’s been 
a great opportunity to hear 
their voices and that’s the kind 
of communication I want to 
continue. 
They have a lot of good ideas 
and thoughts to share both 
about compensation issues but 
much more broadly about what 
we teach and what we should 
teach. They interact with our stu-
dents every day — they’re on the 
front lines with the students, so 
yes, I’d expect that they have lots 
of creative ideas and solutions.
CONTACT IJ Chan at 
breezenews@gmail.com.
Margie Currier / the breeze
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ART DEAN
Title: Special assistant to 
the president for diversity
What that means: 
Responsible for creating an 
inclusive environment for 
faculty, staff and students; 
oversees a Diversity Task 
founded by President Jon 
Alger in 2012 to research 




vice president of 
Administration and 
Finance
What that means: 
Manages the university’s 
budget
DoNNA HARPER
Title: Vice president of 
Access and Enrollment 
Management
What that means: 
Assists the president 
with the daily operations 
of the university; works 
with improving the 





What that means: 
Oversees the vision for 
the university and makes 
the final administrative 
decisions that impact it
SuSAN WHEELER
Title:  University 
counsel and special 
assistant, Attorney 
General
What that means: 
Provides legal services 
to the university
MARk WARNER
Title:  Senior vice 
president of Student 
Affairs and University 
Planning
What that means: 
In charge of setting the 
present and future goals 
for the university
jERRy BENSoN
Title: Provost and 
senior vice president of 
Academic Affairs
What that means: 
The senior academic 
administrator, 
responsible for the 
overall ciriculum
NIck LANgRIDgE
Title: Vice president of
University Advancement
What that means: 
Oversees relationship 
with alumni in order to 
maintain relationships 
and continue to grow 
the university; oversees 
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President Alger, and 
welcome to JMU!
From everyone at 
The Breeze.
 
congratulates Jonathan Alger on his inauguration as 
the sixth president of James Madison University.
successful tenure as president.
e National Association of College 
and University Attorneys congratulates 
Jonathan Alger, our former Chair of the 
Board of Directors, Colleague, and Friend
to many in the Association and in higher
education. We wish you much success as
President of James Madison University.
Welcome to James Madison, President Alger! 
All best wishes for your tenure as president.
http://www.dslcc.edu/                          540.261.1211
Congratulations on your 
inauguration, President Alger!
 on your inauguration Congratulations
 & Welcome
  Shenandoah Valley!
to the
President Alger, 
Blue Ridge Community College congratulates
Jonathan R. Alger
On the occasion of your inauguration as
President of James Madison University
Congratulations on your 
inauguration President Alger
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